
OPERA OGGI
EUROPEAN COMPETITION FOR A NEW OPERA 

OPERA OGGI: A NEW COMMISSION
The Circuito Lirico Lombardo – an important network of Italian traditional theatres of Lumbardy (Fondazione

Donizetti di Bergamo, Fondazione Teatro Grande di Brescia, Teatro Sociale di Como AsLiCo, Fondazione

Teatro Ponchielli di Cremona, Fondazione Teatro Fraschini di Pavia,) – has recently created a new brand: Ope-
raLombardia, based on the idea of combining the great operatic tradition with new musical projects, in order

to reach a new and wide range of different audiences. An opera able to speak about the present, without for-

getting the past, to tell a special, theatrical and representative story. A new opera in continuity with the op-

eratic tradition and able to confront itself with the operatic language. 

For the years 2015-17, OperaLombardia, in coproduction with Theatr Magdeburg (Germany) and Palau de

les Arts Reina Sofía, Valencia (Spain),  promotes a Competition for the creation of a total work of art i.e. the
commission of a new opera and directing project. The singers will be selected through AsLiCo’s 68° Compe-

tition for Young Singers in Europe. The new opera will be published by Casa Ricordi and staged in the 2017/18

season of OperaLombardia and in the 2018 opera season of Theater Magdeburg and Palau de les Arts Reina

Sofía, Valencia. The Competition is addressed to an artistic team, formed by composer, librettist, director, set

and costume designer of European nationalities and under the age of 35. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS
OperaLombardia announces a Competition for the composition of an European original opera. The

Competition aims at selecting an artistic team under the age of 35 for the creation of an opera – from

the composition of libretto and music to the directing project (including sets and costumes), to be

staged during the 2017/18 Fall opera season of the theatres joining OperaLombardia and in the 2018

opera season of Theater Magdeburg and Palau de les Arts Reina Sofía, Valencia (from hereafter the

coproducers).

The Competition is open to an artistic team of men and women from Europe who, as of January 1,

2015, are under the age of 35.

Applications are to be handed in under the name of the composer, who will be the spokesman and

will be in charge of the creative team involved (librettist, director, set designer, costume designer).

Some roles within the creative team may coincide (librettist and director, librettist and composer, di-

rector and set designer, and so on), as long as the team is composed with at least three members. 

Projects presented to the Competition will be selected by an international Jury formed by renowned

directors, dramatists and composers, as well as artistic directors of OperaLombardia, of the coprodu-

cers, and by a representative from Casa Ricordi.

The official languages of the Competition (for the application and the delivery of the materials requi-

red) are Italian and English.

The new opera will be published by Casa Ricordi. 

FEATURES OF THE PROJECT
Libretto

The subject matter of the opera is free. The libretto can be original or based on previous works (es-
says, theatrical plays), as long as they are in the public domain and free from copyright. The libretto

must have never been performed in public, nor commissioned or awarded a prize previously. The par-

ticipants should declare the libretto has never been performed or published (Form A). 

The libretto must fulfill the following requirements: 

- no more than 12 characters (each performer can cover one or more characters)

- it may include a choir

- it may include speaking parts, as long as they don’t exceed 15% of the overall length of the opera.  

The libretto can be in Italian, Spanish or German. Casa Ricordi will be in charge of the translation in

the other languages for performances in European coproducers’ opera houses. 
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Music
The opera must fulfill the following requirements:

- at least 75 minutes in length

- no more than 7 vocal performers if the opera includes the choir. If not, there can be no more 

than 12 vocal performers. In both cases, operatic voices should prevail numerically. 

- orchestral scoring must have 15 to 40 musicians. The scoring may include the following instruments: 

Piccolo, Flute, Oboe, English Horn, Clarinet in B flat, Bass Clarinet, Alto or Baritone Saxophone,

Bassoon, Horn;

Trumpet in B flat, Tenor Trombone, Tuba or Bass Trombone;  

Timpani and Percussions among the following: Bass Drum, Cymbals, Glockenspiel, Marimba,

Vibraphone, Tubular Bells, Triangle, Snare Drum, Suspended Cymbals (large – medium), Claves,

Guiro, Cow Bell, Slight Bells, Maracas, Bongos, Ocean drum, Tam tam, (10” – 14”), Tambourine, 

Wood block, Hi hat;

Harp, Piano, Electric Piano, Harpsichord; 

Strings (first Violins, second Violins, Violas, Cellos, Double-Basses);

No more than two instruments freely chosen by the composer.

The orchestra should include no more than 2 percussionist and 1 harpist. String sections can 

take into account ‘solo’ parts and divided parts. 

Use of digital recorded electronics is admitted (not live electronics); instruments on stage are 

admitted, as long as they do not exceed the maximum number of 40 musicians 

established by the Competition. 

- the choir, if present, must have no more than 20 performers;

- the opera may include speaking and/or dancing parts (no more than overall 8 mimes, actors 

and/or dancers);

- the opera will be staged in the Italian historical theatres of OperaLombardia and in the theatres

of the coproducers. Sound spatialization is not provided. Amplification is limited to single in

strumental or vocal passages, that must be explicitly indicated in the presentation of the 

musical project;

- music must have never been performed in public, nor commissioned or awarded a prize 

previously. The participants should declare the music has never been performed or published

(Form A).  

The roles in the opera will be selected through the 68° Competition for Young Opera Singers in Europe

held by AsLiCo (January 2017)

OperaLombardia reserves the right to ask for changes to the project, as necessary, in agreement with

the team.
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Mise en scène
The directing team can be formed by director, set designer, costume designer and choreographer.

The director can cover one or more abovementioned roles. 

The directing project must be suitable to the technical requirements of the theatres of OperaLom-

bardia and in the coproducers' theatres. Please examine the technical plans available at www.opera-

lombardia.it 

The budget for the production is of 50.000 euros +VAT, for sets, costumes, props and wigs. The show

must have maximum 3 days set-up, the transports loading must not exceed 120m3, and the technical

personnel must be maximum as follows: 1 stage manager, 4 stage crew, 3 electricians, 2 wardrobe, 2

wigs and make-up, 1 prop manager. 

Light designer will be defined later in agreement with OperaLombardia, and must take into account the

lighting material available, deciding the light project budget with the director and OperaLombardia.

OperaLombardia will be in charge of the budget analysis and will choose the estimates, reserving the

right to ask for changes to the project, as necessary, in agreement with the team. 

Materials Delivery (on or by 15th October, 2015)
The projects must be delivered in one of the official languages (Italian or English) of the Competition,

except for the libretto mentioned at point d) of the present article, and must include the following

materials and documents: 

OPERA

a) general presentation of the musical project

b) detailed plot and subject matter of the opera

c) list of the instrumental scoring planned for the whole composition

d) libretto (in Italian, Spanish or German) and vocal score of a significant piece of the opera chosen

by the candidate, of at least 5 minutes length. 

e) recording of the music is welcome but not compulsory and will not present an advantage in 

the jury’s assessment.

MISE EN SCENE

f) general presentation of the artistic project and production, enclosing iconographical research;

g) directing, set and costume concept (including sketches and technical plans) corresponding to

the musical section/scene of the opera, presented in the Competition, as indicated at the sec

tion d) of the present article (max A3 format)

h) additional documentation at the discretion of the team is welcome, but is not compulsory 

(video, demo, autocad, model, …).

The worksmust be unpublished, never be performed in public, nor commissioned or awarded a prize pre-

viously. The participants should declare the music has never been performed or published (Form A).  
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The materials must be delivered in three copies, anonymously, attached with a sealed envelope in-

cluding the application form and personal details of the composer (1 copy). The Organization Office

of the Competition will assign a pseudonym to each project, guaranteeing the anonymity during the

selection. The candidates must ensure that neither their name nor any possible personal identification

is visible on the project, but exclusively in the application form and biography. The correspondence

between pseudonym and personal details will be announced to the jury and published after the se-

lection of the 3 finalist projects. 

The participation in the Competition is limited to only one project per team.

The Jury will select on or by 30th November 2015 three finalist projects, that must present on or by

30th January 2016 the full score of a significant scene of at least 10 minutes length. This scene can

include the music material previously presented, but must be completely orchestrated. 

Applications and all supporting materials must be postmarked to the Organization Office on or by

15th October 2015, and sent to the following address: 
OPERA OGGI

Teatro Sociale di Como AsLiCo

Via Bellini 3 – 22100 Como 

The Jury
The international jury, chaired by Maestro Giorgio Battistelli, will be announced on or by 30th July
2015. Among the projects admitted in the Competition, the Jury will select three finalist projects, as

mentioned at the article 22.

The Jury will select the winning team on or by 15th February 2016. 
All decisions of the Jury are binding and incontestable; the organizing Committee reserves the right to

appoint one or more substitute members, if former jurors are unable to take part in the Jury. The Jury may

decide not to appoint a winner, if no candidate is considered worthy. Ex-aequo prizes are not admitted. 

The Jury can proclaim only one winning team.

The winning team 
The winning team will be proclaimed on or by 15th February 2016.
The winning team must present the opera with the following deadlines: 

- “particella” (with the definitive vocal lines) or preferably the vocal score on or by

30th September  2016 (in order to select the singer through the AsLiCo Competition)

- definitive technical plans of the production on or by 30th April 2017;
- full score on or by 30th June 2017.
The winning directing team (formed by director, set designer and costume designer, and so on) will

be awarded a prize of 45.000,00 Euros, this sum is subject to deductions in accordance with financial

regulations. The prize will cover the rights for the creation and for the fee for the production concer-

ning the tour organized by OperaLombardia (25.000 Euros) in the 2017/18 season (in its own theaters

and associated theatres to the Network), the fee for the rehearsals and opening at the Palau de les

Arts Reina Sofía in Spring 2018 (10.000 Euros) and at Theater Magdeburg in Fall 2018 (10.000 Euros).

The composer will be awarded a prize of 8000,00 Euros and the librettist a prize of 2.000,00 Euros,

sums subject to deductions in accordance with Italian financial regulations. 
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The composer and the librettist will receive the royalties concerning the performing rights, as provided

by law in Italy, Germany and Spain, and in agreement with Casa Ricordi (see article 32). 

The winning opera must not be staged or performed in concert form, nor filmed, recorded on any

kind of video/audio device, nor broadcasted by TV or radio, nor publishing or production contracts

may be drawn, in the period from the prize-giving until the prèmiere of the tour organized by Oper-

aLombardia. 

Composer and librettist must transfer the rights of the opera’s economical use to Casa Ricordi that

will draw a contract with both of them, according to common publishing practice. 

The winning team authorizes since now OperaLombardia and the coproducers, without granting extra

remuneration, to film and record the opera with any possible technical device. OperaLombardia and

the coproducers will have the right to use freely the recordings and films, entirely or in part, live or re-

corded broadcast, on tv (free-tv, digital weekly, pay-tv, pay per view, pay per channel, tv on demand,

sat pay, nvod, videostreaming, etc.), or radio, internet, by means of any technical device existing today

or to be invented in the future, in Italy or worldwide, for unlimited and perpetual times and passages. 

Legal aspects
The Jury will not take into account the applications lacking of the required documents and materials,

and reserves the right to ask confirmation of the authenticity of the documents presented. 

Projects and candidates not eligible according to the present Rules and Regulations, will not be ad-

mitted to the Competition.

Non winning project materials will not be returned to the applicants.

The Rules and Regulations for the Competition shall be legally binding in the Italian language version.

Any disputes regarding these regulations shall be brought before the Court of Milan.

Participation in the Competition implies the complete acceptance of this Rules and Regulations.

Pursuant to Article 10, sub-section 1 of Law no. 675 of 31/12/96, the personal details supplied by the

candidates shall be collected by AsLiCo for the purpose of running the Competition. All interested

parties shall be entitled to the rights specified in Article 13 of the aforesaid law.
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SCHEDULE

10 May 2015 Announcement of the Competition

30 June Announcement of the Jury

15 October 2015 Deadline for application and delivery of the project (including stage concept, drama-

turgy, detailed plot and at least 5 minutes vocal score of the opera with detailed story-

board, sets and costumes of the scene)

30 November 2015 Selection of 3 finalist projects 

30 January 2016 Delivery of a complete scene in full score (at least 10 minutes music) 

15 February 2016 Proclamation of the winner

30 September 2016 Delivery of the complete vocal lines or vocal score 

January 2017 68° AsLiCo Competition for Young Singers /  casting

30 April 2017 Delivery final technical drawings of sets and costumes

30 June 2017 Delivery Full Score

Autumn 2017 Production and Debut in OperaLombardia

Spring 2018 Production and Debut at Palau de les Arts Reina Sofia, Valenci

Fall 2018 Production and Debut at Theater Magdeburg

INFORMATION AND CONTACTS
OperaLombardia 

www.operalombardia.it

Organization Office OPERA OGGI

Teatro Sociale di Como AsLiCo

Via Bellini 3 – 22100 Como

Tel: +39 031 270171

e-mail: szanon@aslico.org / info@aslico.org
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